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What’s Inside

Gifts to Alton Memorial Health Services 
Foundation support our mission to improve 
the health of the people and the communities 
we serve. To join us, contact Foundation and 
Development Office manager Kristen Ryrie  

at 618.463.7701 or kristen.ryrie@amhsf.org.

We’re on 
a Mission

Donate Now
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Extraordinary Impact Every Day 

For the lives enhanced and transformed by your generosity,  
every day is so much more than ordinary.

It’s the dignity of being able to stay in your home when you 
have lost so much. It is the support and comfort you receive 
during times of extreme grief. It is the joy that comes from 
being able to further your career because someone cares. It is 
the pride that comes from giving.

Thank you to everyone who supports Alton Memorial Health 
Services Foundation for making amazing things possible for 
people in our region. In this year’s annual report, you will read 
a sample of the many stories that you have made possible and 
that had an extraordinary impact on lives. Your gifts help us to 
improve the health of the people and communities we serve, 
and it’s what we’ve been able to do because of you since 1987.

You can count on us to continue partnering with you as  
we remain determined to fill our region’s health care needs 
and to save lives. We thank you for that opportunity and  
for your generosity that makes every day extraordinary for 
so many in our region.

Sincerely,

George S. Milnor
CHAIRMAN

Arthur Williams
VICE CHAIRMAN

Kenneth E. Balsters
SECRETARY

Stephen J. Thompson
TREASURER

Mary Mulrean 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

David A. Braasch

Linda Chapman, Ed. D

Meg Dorris

Judge Ellar Duff (Ret.)

Sandra Lauschke

Irene B. McLaughlin

David Riedel, M.D.

R. William Schrimpf

Michael P. Tchoukaleff II

EMERITUS

Joanne B. Adams

Stephen A. Cousley

Bruce Hartrich

John G. Helmkamp Jr.

Dorothy Kelley

Paul R. Lauschke Jr.

Dave A. Braasch, RPh., FACHE
Alton Memorial Health Services 
Foundation Board Member and 
Alton Memorial Hospital President

George S. Milnor
Alton Memorial Health Services  
Foundation Board Chairman

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS



2     ALTON MEMORIAL HEALTH SERVICES FOUNDATION

Jessica Serio was a mother,  
a Chicago Cubs fan, and a serious 
cat lover. On Nov. 21, 2021, she lost 
her three-year battle with colon 
cancer, leaving behind a son, her 
parents and an extensive network  
of family and friends who loved  
her dearly.
Jessica’s parents, Carmen and Mary Kay, were 
deeply touched by the doctors, nurses, and 
other staff members’ compassionate and loving 
care, so they requested memorials benefit 
future Alton Memorial patients battling cancer.

“It is there (the Infusion Center) that she seemed 
to develop a unique and personal relationship 
with everyone who cared for her,” said Carmen 
Serio. “As she expressed to me, one time after  
a treatment, ‘They are just like my family.’  
They enabled her to laugh when she wanted 
to cry, they gave her hope when she was in 
despair, they gave her courage when fighting 
seemed to be futile, and throughout it all, they 
upheld her dignity.”

Jessica’s Legacy 
Lives On

Thank you to the AMH staff for your care, understanding 
and compassion shown to my anxiety laden self during the 
most trying time in my life. I look forward to running 
into any of you at perhaps Wal-Mart in the future!”

AWESOME Reviews

Alton Memorial Health 
Services Foundation 

received donations from 
Jessica Serio’s friends and 

family members which 
will benefit future patients 
treated for cancer at Alton 

Memorial Hospital.



Mark Kelle thought he had an abscessed tooth. He was 
prescribed medication, but soon started having nose bleeds and 
was sent home from work.

Mark ended up in the Emergency Room at 
Alton Memorial Hospital and had a CAT scan. 
That’s when he found out he didn’t have  
an infection. It was a cancerous tumor in  
his sinuses.

“When they first told me, I didn’t say anything 
for about three minutes,” said the Wood River 
resident. “I stared and it took me a minute or 
two to process, then I asked, ‘how much time  
do I got.’”

Mark was connected with an Ear, Nose and 
Throat specialist with Washington University 
Physicians. He soon had a 10-hour surgery and 
was hospitalized for a week. 

“They had to take skin grafts from my leg to 
rebuild the upper part of my mouth and cheek,” 
said Kelle. “They told me if I waited any longer 
to go to the ER, it would have affected my eye.”

 
 
 

 

During his recovery, Mark lost his job and his 
insurance. His care team at Alton Memorial 
learned about his situation and encouraged him 
to apply for Alton Memorial Health Services 
Foundation’s Extra Mile Fund. The fund 
helps patients undergoing treatment at the 
hospital pay for their essentials, so they can 
focus on treatment, healing, and recovery. The 
Foundation awarded Mark $800 for his rent.

“Mark is working with a social worker to help 
him apply for disability and social security, since 
he doesn’t meet the age requirements,” said 
Toni Brummett, a radiation and oncology nurse 
at Alton Memorial. “This donation from the 
Foundation will help to bridge the gap.”

Mark’s care team said his recovery has been 
amazing. He never needed a feeding tube and 
hasn’t had to undergo chemotherapy. Now he’s 
looking to his future.

“When I am cleared and recovered, I want to 
apply for a job with Alton Memorial Hospital. 
Everyone has been so wonderful. They rolled 
out the red carpet for me and made me feel like 
I was the only patient. I would love to be a part 
of a team like that.”

To help future patients at Alton Memorial 
Hospital undergoing treatment for cancer, 
donate to the Foundation’s Extra Mile Fund  
on its website. The fund is used to help  
patients pay their rent or mortgage, utilities,  
gas, and car repairs.

Foundation Helps Keep Cancer 
Patient in His Home
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Mark Kelle goes to Alton 
Memorial Hospital for 

radiation treatments. Mark’s 
care team said his recovery 
has been amazing. He never 

needed a feeding tube 
and hasn’t had to undergo 
chemotherapy treatment.
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Because of the generosity of supporters of Alton Memorial Health 
Services Foundation, patients undergoing treatment for cancer at 
Alton Memorial Hospital will be able to better focus on treatment, 
healing, and recovery.
The Foundation’s second annual Ribbon of 
Strength campaign raised more than $15,000. 
Those gifts will help patients who lose their 
jobs or insurance pay for their essentials, so 
they can stay in their homes, keep their lights, 
and water on, and pay for gas to get to and 
from treatment.

“We are blown away by the heroes in our 
community who are dedicated to helping 
these patients,” said Kristen Ryrie, manager 
of Foundation and Development for Alton 
Memorial Health Services Foundation. “Their 
generosity will benefit the Foundation’s Extra 
Mile Fund and patients will be able to apply for 
up to $800 in assistance.”

Supporters also purchased personalized 
ribbons with messages of hope, celebrating 
those who won the fight against cancer, and 
memorialized those who lost the battle. The 
ribbons were laid end to end at Glazebrook 
Park in Godfrey and stretched more than 135 
feet to symbolize that the community stands 
behind these patients. 

“Thank you to everyone who supported the 
campaign! Your gifts have a real impact in 
people’s lives, and we look forward to sharing 
more success stories with you,” said Ryrie.

Community Goes the  
‘Extra Mile’ for Cancer Patients

The Foundation  
staff laid the ribbons end  

to end on a turf soccer field 
at Glazebrook Park on Friday, 
March 25. A drone captured 

this photo of the giant purple 
ribbon, symbolizing the 

community’s commitment  
to supporting patients 
undergoing treatment  

for cancer.



James and Joanne Adams

Alton Little Theatre

Jennifer Atchison

Gary and Janice Ayres

Samuel Bailey

Marlene Barach

Drs. Erik and Laura Barton

C. Thomas and Susan Billings

Dr. Connie Bond

Kevin and Julie Botterbush

Toni Brummett

Amber Bruns

Terry Buhs

Wilma Butler

Drs. Dale and Linda Chapman

CJ Schlosser & Company, LLC

Stephen Cousley

Sarah Davis

Carl and Lisa Dixon

Environmental Resources, Inc.

Eric Schrumpf State Farm 
Insurance

Gerard and Michelle Eschbach

Byron Farrell

Christine Favilla

Jeff and Shannon Fraley

Greg and Debra Gates

Esther Gillespie

Carol Hamer

Dr. Thomas Hanson

Denise Heil

Sue Heinz

Barbara Hinson

IBEW Local Union 649

E. Virginia Ilch

Rusty and Laurie Ingram

Doris Johnessee

The Hon. Barry and Gaye Julian

Marcella Keene

John M. Kennedy

Pat Kimbro

Fred and Rose Lammers

Paul and Sandy Lauschke

Cheryl Lucas and Andrea Hamrick

Charles and Sally Manush

Adam and Kerri Mathews

Charlotte McCrory

Pat and Irene McLaughlin

George and Laurie Milnor

Jessie Monroe

Urvana Morales

Michael Morrison

Jim and Carol Noble

Bob and Mary Sue Norman

Margaret Novotny

Vicky Osborn

Christi Partridge

Sharon Peters

Richard and Margery Propes

Rohland and Susan Pruetzel

Quality Cadillac

Reclaim, Inc.

Patricia Renicke

Samuel and Sharon Roberts

Judith Roth

Cynthia Russell

Dr. Thomas and Kathy Ryan

Kristen Ryrie

Edward and Nancy Ryrie

Jane Saale

Laura Sanford

Maxine Sauerwein

Annie Sheppard

Rachel Smith

Carole Stucky

Dr. Christine Taylor

Debra Turpin

Roger Wade

Ryan Warren

Melvin W. Webb

Dave and Jan Whaley

Bernadine Wickenhauser

Michelle Wieneke

Art Williams

Ribbon of Strength Donors

2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT    5



Two pharmacy techs at Alton Memorial Hospital received 
some great news that will help further their careers.
Amanda Williams and Kathleen Miller were the 
first employees to be awarded money from a 
new fund that employees who work in ancillary 
service (non-nursing) departments can use 
to pay for continuing education, seminars, 
and conferences. Williams and Miller used the 
funds to pay for study materials and to take a 
test that is a prerequisite for them to become 
Pharmacy Tech 2s.

“I’m just so grateful,” said Miller. “It’s great to 
have the opportunity to take a test that would 
have cost me hundreds of dollars.”

“It’s just a load off our shoulders,” said Williams. 
“Not having to worry about the cost allowed us 
to relax, focus on studying and just go for it.”

Miller and Williams’ manager, Andrew Kramer, 
let them know about the new opportunity and 
encouraged them to apply for the funding.

“Both of them have high capacity and are really 
great workers,” said Kramer. “They know how to 
communicate well with the patients and have  
already developed strong relationships with  
co-workers, and they just started this year.”

Miller and Williams leaned on those co-workers 
to sharpen their knowledge about inpatient 
pharmacy and math skills. They’ve also received 
support from the very top.

“Dave Braasch, the president of the hospital, 
comes to the pharmacy and just checks in on 
us. With his background we really enjoy talking 
pharmacy with him. He is so approachable and 
wants to see employees succeed,” said Williams.

It’s not just the staff Miller and Williams want 
to thank for believing and supporting their 
growth, but Dawn and Dave Freeman too. The 
Freemans started the fund making it possible 
for the techs and more to further their careers.

“I’d like to think that if I had the ability to give 
that I could really have a positive impact on 
a person’s life. It means so much and is so 
incredibly thoughtful,” said Miller.

If you would like to contribute toward the 
continuing education of AMH staff, please visit 
the Foundation’s website.

Generous Gift Prepares Techs  
for Career Growth
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ASEF Recipients

Kristine Hall, Occupational Therapy

Juliann Marth, Rehab

Kathleen Miller, Outpatient Pharmacy

Judi O’Hearn, Rehab

Seth Owens, Inpatient Pharmacy

Amanda Williams, Outpatient Pharmacy

Templin Recipients

Maly Bartlett
Brandi Brackett
Kim Broyles
Cynthia Brown
Riley Clubb
Danielle Darden
Kristen Jones
Katelyn Shaw

Ashley Walker
Shelley Yates
Jody Crowe
Katelyn Heavner
Hannah Pryor
Dana Turner
Cathy Wagner

(Scholarships awarded to AMH staff in nursing roles)



Alton Memorial Hospital has 
been the hospital of choice for 
Dave and Dawn Freeman. 
Dawn was first introduced to the hospital when she 
was a child. Her grandmother, Augusta Swanson 
Day, was a nurse at Alton Memorial Hospital and 
retired in the 1950s to help raise her grandchildren, 
including Dawn.

Since then, Alton Memorial has been the place 
where the Freemans have received care. They have 
had excellent experiences and wanted to give back 
to the very people who helped them.

In addition to creating a fund to pay for educational 
opportunities for staff who work in ancillary 
(non-nursing) departments, they wanted to do 
something that benefited even more people. They 
are creating a Self-care for Healthcare room, where 
staff can take a break. It includes massage chairs, 
dimmed lighting, yoga mats and information about 
relaxation techniques, stretching, healthy eating 
and much more.
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Amanda Williams and 
Kathleen Miller (center) 
thanked Dawn and Dave 
Freeman for helping to 
further their educations  

and careers.

AMHSF Board Chairman George Milnor and AMH  
President Dave Braasch thanked Dave and Dawn 
Freeman for their generosity and commitment to the 
staff at Alton Memorial Hospital.

A Family Legacy  
Benefits Caregivers
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The team from  
Morrison Food and 

Nutrition prepared a steak 
dinner with all of the fixings 

on the grills for the  
guests to enjoy.



A Record $203,000 Raised for Ambulance in 13th Annual Event
Thirteen isn’t normally thought of as a lucky 
number, but that wasn’t the case at the 13th 
Duck Pluckers, Deer Skinners & Fish Hookers 
Ball on Sept. 10. The event was flooded with 
generosity by the community. The Alton 
Memorial Hospital Services Foundation easily 
set a record with $203,000 raised – at least 50 
percent more than any other year.

More than 350 people attended and enjoyed 
an outstanding steak dinner served up by the 
Morrison’s Food and Nutrition staff from AMH, 
followed by a fast-paced live auction with 
auctioneer Mark Harmon, and danced to the 
music of the Glendale Riders. 

The signature activity of the event is the 
Homer Clark Quail Flush competition. It pays 
tribute to Homer Clark, Sr. and Homer Clark, 
Jr., both of Alton, who are in the Trapshooting 
Hall of Fame. This year’s winners were Allen 
and Bryan Morse. Guests also participated 
in other fun contests, including best dressed 
sponsored by Brush Boutique, and axe 
throwing courtesy of Riverbend Axe Throwing 
and Eric Schrumpf State Farm Insurance. 

The online auction, held this year for the 
second time, raised close to $8,300. People 
not in attendance at the event also had an 
opportunity to bid on those items.

“It’s hard to find the right word or words to 
describe the way our community came out to 
this year’s event,” said AMH President Dave 
Braasch. “Amazing, phenomenal, heart-warming, 
thankful are just a few words. When you live 
and/or work in a community like this that gives it 
all for others, you have to be grateful and proud. 
On behalf of Alton Memorial and our EMS 
teams, I appreciate and thank everyone for their 
overwhelming support.”

“We saw an increase in the number of local 
businesses who sponsored this year’s event, 
which put us on record pace, and we never 
looked back” said Kristen Ryrie, manager of 
Alton Memorial Health Services Foundation. 
“Their support of our first responders and 
emergency medical care was needed more 
than ever because we have two ambulances 
with more than 380,000 miles. We are 
humbled by their generosity and will be able to 
replace one of those trucks because of them.”

Each year, the Duck Pluckers Ball raises funds 
for a new ambulance equipped with $125,000 
worth of life-saving equipment, such as 
automated CPR machines, Glidescopes for 
patients in respiratory distress, and Zoll  
cardiac monitors. Alton Memorial has the  
only hospital-based ambulance service  
in the area and serves Madison, 
Jersey, and Macoupin counties.

13 is a Lucky Number  
for Duck Pluckers
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2023

Contact our team in the Development 
Office to let them know you’d like to 

receive an invitation or sponsor. 

Kristen Ryrie 
618.463.7701 

Kristen.Ryrie@bjc.org, 

Shannon Fraley 
618.433.6047 

Shannon.Fraley@bjc.org

SavSavee the  the DatDatee
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•	 Colman’s Country Campers
•	 Eclipse Car Wash
•	 Hit N Run
•	 Midwest Elevator
•	 Tarrant & Harman Real Estate  

& Auction Company
•	 GRP | Wegman Company  

and Lowry Electric
•	 Jensen Fabrication
•	 J.F. Electric

Thank You to Our  
Bulls-Eye Sponsors
The Honorable Barry and Gaye Julian
Simmons Hanly Conroy

Thank You to Our  
Trophy Buck Sponsors
The Gori Law Firm
Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery 

Thank You to Our  
Bass Buster Sponsors
Alton Memorial Hospital Medical Staff
Anders CPAs + Advisors
Colman’s Country Campers
Eclipse Car Wash
Healogics
Helmkamp Construction Co.
Hit N Run
JEN Mechanical
Midwest Elevator
Piasa Motor Fuels
St. Louis Cardiology Consultants
Tarrant & Harman Real Estate & Auction Company
TEAMHealth
Werts Welding & Tank Service, Inc.

Thank You to Our  
Poacher Sponsors
1st Mid-America Credit Union
Alton MultiSpecialists
American Response Vehicles
Baker, Sterchi, Cowden & Rice, LLC
Bethesda Healthcare
Big Z Media
Carrollton Bank
The Homer Clark Family
Datatronics
Donnewald Distributing
GRP | Wegman Company and Lowry Electric
HeplerBroom, LLC.
Jensen Fabrication
J.F. Electric
Lewis & Clark Community College
Patrick W. Monahan, AIF® of Krilogy 
Roberts Motors
St. Louis Trust Co.
St. Peters Hardware & True Value Rental
United Site Services
Villa Rose Senior Living Community
West Star Aviation
Winchester Ammunition
Winner’s Circle Automotive

You Are a Life Saver
THANK YOU TO THESE FIRST TIME DUCK PLUCKER SPONSORS! 
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Auction Item Donors  
and Sponsors
Jim and Joanne Adams
ALLGlass
Alton Cracker Factory
Alton Farm & Home Supply
Alton Haunted Odyssey
Alton Memorial Health  
Services Foundation
Alton Refrigeration & Home Furnishings
Sandra Balsters
Belk Park
Bollini Taxidermy
Bowl Haven Lanes
BOCO Contracting and Construction, LLC
Ralph “The Undertaker Baker” Bowles
Brian and Elizabeth Campbell
Cat Daddy’s Tavern
Chrissie Chapman
The Cheesecake Lady
Dewey’s Pizza
Dick’s Flowers
Dolci Di Anna
Drury Hotels
Edison’s Entertainment Complex
Epicurean Faire

Farmstone Roots
Fast Eddie’s Bon Air
Firehouse
First Things First Foundation
Freer Auto Body
Functional Fitness Images – Chad Campbell
Functional Fitness Images – Adam Lewis
Gentelin’s on Broadway
Brad and Jeanne Goacher
Craig Gooch
Heitzig Farms
Jack and Beth Helmkamp
Bill Hoagland
Jacoby Arts Center
Jason Isringhausen
Johnson’s Corner
The Honorable Barry and Gaye Julian
Lion’s Glass
Lockhaven Golf Course
Mac’s Downtown
The Magic House
Maria’s Healing Hands Massage
Martha Morse
Mimi Almonroeder
Mississippi Mud Pottery
Missouri Botanical Garden

NILO staff member,  
John Eyers, coached 

5-stand participants at the 
event. People of all skill 

levels, and even those who 
have never shot before, 
are encouraged to try  

the activities.



Auction Item Donors  
and Sponsors continued... 

Moon Drops + Wellness
Morrison’s Irish Pub
NILO Farms
Norbs Tavern
Old Bakery Beer Company
Olive + Oak
Ozark Trout Runners
PRP Wine International
Pasta House Company
Piasa Armory
Picture This & More
Ragin Cajun Piano Bar
Raging Rivers WaterPark
Ranch House
RE/MAX Alliance Community 
Care Team
The Repertory Theatre  
of St. Louis
Ringneck Ranch
Riverbend Axe Throwing
Rolling Hills Golf Course
Rustic Roots
Schnucks, Inc.
Sinclair Foods
Solera Wine Bar
Spencer T. Olin Golf Course 

State Street Market
STL Catfishing
T&R Auto Detailing
Tractor Supply Company Alton
Tri County FS, Inc.
Uber Pam
Urban Chestnut
Ryan Waltz
White Birch
Woodlands Golf Course

Special Thanks
Alex Bertman Photography
Cope Plastics
Duke Bakery
Jun Construction
Loellke Plumbing
Larry McMillian
Mike Mathus
Morrison Healthcare
NILO Farms staff
Riverbend Axe Throwing
Steve and Jane Saale
Tarrant & Harman Real Estate

Duck Pluckers,
Deer Skinners

 Fish Hookers Ball!

The

and

DUCK PLUCKIN’ 
COMMITTEE :

Joanne Adams

April Becker

Jason Bowman

Brian Campbell

Shannon Fraley

Rusty Ingram

Gaye Julian

Marlene Lewis

Martha Morse

Mary Norman

Kristen Ryrie

Nancy Simpson

Travis Tarrant

OUR AWESOME 
VOLUNTEERS

Joanne Adams

Ken and Sandra 
Balsters

April Becker

Larry and Lisa Blaes

Mary Eisler

Jeff Fraley

Pam Hill

Donna Jacobs

Marlene Lewis

Adam and Keri 
Mathews

Lexi Mize

Eric and Tracy 
Mueller

Barbara Norman

Mary Norman

Ruth Scanlan

Dave Whaley

When people support the Duck Pluckers Ball, they not only help to purchase the new ambulance, 
but also the life-saving equipment on board. The ambulances have distinct camouflage back 
doors to showcase that it is purchased thanks to the community’s support of the event.
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1 2

3

4 1.	 AMH paramedic Kyle Crafton reunited with Marty and 
Charlotte Jean Pilcic at the Duck Pluckers Ball. Crafton 
was on an ambulance with his partner, Kelly McCreary, 
and responded to a call about chest pain and found 
Marty in cardiac arrest. They started ACLS protocols, 
and defibrillated Marty twice. The second time he awoke. 
They transported him to the emergency room at AMH.  
When they arrived, Marty was awake, alert, and oriented. 
The Pilcic’s credit Crafton, McCreary and the team at 
AMH for saving Marty’s life. 

2.	 Mark Harmon, of Tarrant & Harman Real Estate & 
Auction, kept the crowd engaged and raising their 
paddles to bid on live auction packages. The live auction 
raised more than $30,000 for the Duck Pluckers fund. 

3.	 More than 350 guests packed the tent at NILO Farms.

4.	 Attendees are encouraged to wear their finest 
camouflage, or in this case, fishing-themed outfits. 
Jessica Grace and Elizabeth Campbell of Brush Boutique 
presented the Best Dressed prize to Krystal Coggins and 
Tyler Spagnola. Allan Napp also won for being the Best 
Dressed male. 

11

2

3

4



She made sure she did everything to make me  
pain free and comfortable in a timely manner.  
She definitely loves her patients.

AWESOME Reviews

Alton Memorial Health Services Foundation’s commitment to expanding 
access to quality health care grew even more in the summer of 2022.  
Six new family medicine residents walked onto the campus of Alton 
Memorial Hospital for three years of training in the Family Medicine 
Residency program with SIU School of Medicine. The Foundation,  
AMH and SIU hope the doctors will stay in the area once they finish the 
program and increase the number of family physicians in the region.  
The first class of residents began seeing patients at AMH last summer. 
There are now a total of 12 residency doctors on campus.

A Growing Family
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The class of 2025 in 
the SIU Alton Family 
Medicine Residency 

program at Alton 
Memorial Hospital began 

seeing patients at the 
hospital in July. 

Pictured in the back row: Dr. Kamaal Hicks, Dr. Danny Shehata, Dr. John Iskander, Dr. Rebecca 
Griffon. In the front row: Dr. Ashley Zamarione and Dr. Faith Nwokorie.
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Changes to the operation model of The Salvation Army’s  
Alton Corps Community Center has created a need for a mobile 
meeting space. Alton Memorial Hospital has stepped up by 
donating one of its out-of-service ambulances to the cause.
The keys were handed over just a few days before Christmas by BJC and Alton Memorial to  
The Salvation Army—a timely holiday gift for the organization.

“The Alton Booth House emergency shelter recently transitioned from its traditional model to a 
scattered site housing model,” said Maj. Kjell Steinsland, general secretary and St. Louis regional 
commander of The Salvation Army’s Midland divisional headquarters. “This improved program plan 
uses scattered housing sites throughout the community rather than the two buildings currently being 
used. We need a vehicle due to the housing model no longer being onsite. Transportation is a barrier 
for families, so their meetings with our staff cannot solely take place at our administrative offices.  
To reduce the burden on the families, our team will come to them to conduct their meetings.”

AMH Ambulance Gets 
‘Second Life’ with  
The Salvation Army

(Continued on pg. 16)

Left to right are Kristen Ryrie, AMH Development manager; Jason Bowman, AMH EMS manager;  
Kevin Botterbush of the Salvation Army Advisory Board; Brad Goacher, chief operations officer of AMH; 

LaKeysha Field, assistant divisional director of Social Services for The Salvation Army Midland Division;  
Capt. Cassy Grey and Capt. Sean Grey of the Alton Corps Community Center; Maj. Kjell Steinsland, general 

secretary and St. Louis regional commander of The Salvation Army’s Midland divisional headquarters;  
Dave Braasch, AMH president; and Rusty Ingram, director of Business Development at AMH.

Representatives of  
The Salvation Army and 
Alton Memorial Hospital 

gathered outside the AMH 
ambulance bay on Dec. 21 as 
the hospital donated one of 
its ambulances to the Alton 
Corps Community Center. 



Families occupy mainly motel or hotel rooms 
that do not meet The Salvation Army’s 
internal safety protocols for conducting case 
management meetings. For the safety of all 
individuals, The Salvation Army has chosen to 
provide a mobile case management unit.  
This allows a continuance of services 
at multiple sites but with the 
same safety and resources 
that administrative offices 
would normally provide.

“We did not specifically 
request an ambulance, 
but when our local 
board spoke with 
members of the Alton 
community, some of 
their connections with 
the hospital led to this 
as a viable option,” Maj. 
Steinsland said. 

Kristen Ryrie, Development 
manager for Alton Memorial Hospital 
Services Foundation, is on The Salvation Army 
Advisory Board and was at a meeting when 
the topic came up.

“I knew we were retiring a Duck Pluckers 
ambulance we purchased years ago thanks 
to the generosity of donors who supported 
the Foundation’s Duck Pluckers Ball,” Ryrie 
said. “Our leaders were enthusiastic about 
helping, and the donation of the ambulance 
was approved very quickly. This ambulance 

is getting a second life and will continue to 
benefit those in the community by playing a 
key role in The Salvation Army’s mission.”

“It’s great to assist such a worthy community 
partner,” said Brad Goacher, chief operating 

officer at Alton Memorial. “When we heard 
of the need for a mobile unit, our 

thoughts immediately went to 
one of our ambulances as 

a perfect option for The 
Salvation Army.”

Maj. Steinsland said 
that, without this unit, 
The Salvation Army 
would continue to 
struggle with locating 
safe meeting spaces 

that did not put undue 
burden on families.

“An ambulance is much like 
our disaster canteen units 

and can comfortably fit more than 
one person,” he said. “It can be outfitted for 

case management meetings while providing 
privacy, confidentiality, as well as transparency. 
We greatly appreciate Alton Memorial’s 
investment in the stability of our unhoused 
neighbors. It truly takes a community to  
meet all of the need, and this gift allows us  
to continue to help families reach stability  
and thrive.”

AMH Ambulance Gets ‘Second Life’ with The Salvation Army (continued)

This gift allows  
us to continue  
to help families  
reach stability  

and thrive.

“

AWESOME Reviews

Your exceptional care made such a wonderful 
difference while our dad was here. We truly 
appreciate you and thank you for your 
outstanding support and dedication.
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Alton Memorial Hospital awarded its first two Health Equity 
Scholarships to two seniors thanks to a gift from Alton 
Memorial Health Services Foundation. 
Taryn Wallace and Samara Helton received the good 
news in the spring. Both students have ties to the 
medical fields which influenced their career paths.

“Growing up, I’ve always had great role models in 
the medical field,” said Taryn. Her cousin is Megan 
Flowers, manager of the AMH Inpatient Pharmacy, 
and her mother is Amanda Wallace, a nurse on 
Alton Memorial Hospital’s Intermediate Care Unit.

Taryn also has an aunt in the medical field. 
“Combining that with my love for chemistry, I’ve 
become determined to be a pharmacist,” she added. 

Taryn graduated from Alton High and plans to enroll 
at Lewis and Clark Community College to complete 
her pre-pharmacy courses. She hope to then 
transfer to Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
to pursue her doctorate in pharmacy.

Samara attended Civic Memorial High School in 
Bethalto her first three years of high school then 
graduated from Edwardsville High School. She plans 
to attend the University of Tampa this fall to study 
Biology on a pre-med track.

“I plan on pursuing a career in the dermatology 
field,” she said. “Dermatology visits are not always 
covered by insurance and doctor visits can be quite 

costly. It will be my responsibility to have payment 
plans available for people of all incomes to get the 
treatments they need and deserve.”

Madison County high school seniors or recent 
high school graduates who are part of historically 
marginalized populations can  apply to Alton 
Memorial for scholarships. The scholarships could 
be renewable for up to three years beyond the initial 
term and could include employment while in school.

“Alton Memorial Health Services Foundation is 
pleased to provide major financial support for this 
new program,” said George Milnor, chairman of 
the Foundation. “It is part of our commitment to 
continuously improve the health of the communities 
we serve. Enhancing medical field career paths for 
capable and dedicated students within minority 
groups make this program especially worthwhile.” 
he added.  

“As we continue our journey to improve health 
equality, it’s an honor to offer these scholarships to 
some of the brightest local youth to ensure they are 
able to pursue health care careers without a large 
financial burden,” said Brad Goacher, chief operating 
officer for Alton Memorial Hospital. 

Health Equity Scholarships

Left to right are Dave Braasch, Rusty Ingram, Debbie Turpin, Amy Schuler, Dr. Juri McDowell,  
scholarship winner Samara Helton of Edwardsville High School, scholarship winner Taryn Wallace  

of Alton High School, Brad Goacher, Cathy Wagner and Cindy Bray.
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AMH leadership 
and the Health 

Equity Scholarship 
committee met with 
the two scholarship 

winners recently.



After a two-year delay due to  
the COVID-19 pandemic, the  
Alton Memorial Hospital School  
of Nursing alumni returned to 
Alton’s Best Western Premiere 
Hotel in July 2022 for its  
much-anticipated reunion.
The AMH School of Nursing opened on  
March 1, 1938. A graduate nursing staff provided 
instruction across a range of subjects. Students 
were rated and needed to meet the maximum 
requirements of the Illinois State Department of 
Education and Registration. Tuition at the time for 
three years (RN degree) totaled $150. A total of 626 
nurses, including nine men, graduated from the school 
in its 35-year history. The school’s last graduating 
class was in 1973.

“This event is so important to our classmates,” said 
Carol Noble, a 1964 graduate who then worked more 
than 40 years at AMH and now serves on the reunion 
committee. “Some of us have stayed connected over 
the years, and via the Internet lately, but that pales 
in comparison to seeing your classmates in person, 
especially after the recent pandemic that kept us all 
from enjoying each other’s company in person. We 
were excited to see one another!”

Debbie Turpin, RN, vice president of patient care 
services and chief nursing officer at Alton Memorial, 
provided updates about the hospital and shared 
stories about how its nursing staff responded to the 
pandemic. The group also tapped their toes and 
clapped along to Broadway show tunes performed by 
the Great Rivers Choral Society. 

“When you look around the room and see the smiles 
on everyone’s faces, it makes us feel so good to see 
such a strong turnout,” Noble said. “We look forward 
to doing it again in two years.”

A Party Four Years  
in the Making

Marjory Bryant, a 1953 
graduate, brought her 

granddaughter, Kayla Wray 
as her plus one for the 

reunion. Wray followed in her 
grandmother’s footsteps by 
pursuing a career in nursing. 
She works at the outpatient 

infusion center at Alton 
Memorial Hospital.

We were  
excited to see  
one another!

“
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Foundation Supporters
$5000+
Dr. Erik Daniels

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Freeman

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Herbert

Schrimpf Family Foundation

$1000-4999
Mr. Kenneth and Sandra Balsters
For the Ancillary Services 

Education Fund

Dr. Linda Chapman

Mr. John G. Helmkamp

Mrs. Barbara Hunt
In memory of Eunice Smith

Jacoby Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. George S. Milnor

Norton Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. 

Tchoukaleff II
In honor of our healthcare heroes

Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery

$500-999
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Goacher
For the Ancillary Services 

Education Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Hartrich

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Kamler
In honor of Elsie & Mabel Johnston

Mrs. Suzanne Lagomarcino
In Memory of Paul Lagomarcino

Mr. Arthur Williams

Dr. and Mrs. Myles Yanta

$100-499
Alton Middle School 

Student Council
For the Mary Alice McCathy Fund

AMH IMU Department
In Memory of Jennifer Spillers 

Love Your IMU Family

AMH IMU Department
In Memory of Liese and 

Baby Bean Dodd

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Bartosiak

Fr. David J. Boase
In memory of Gay Bryant

Lynda Cavins
In memory of Shirley Buddell

Sybil A. Davis
In honor of Gail Renee Viviano

Carl Draper Estate

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Farrell
In memory of Marge Crutcher

Mrs. Marjorie F. Fortado

Dr. Thomas J. Fowler

Mrs. Sue Gorline
In memory of Gerald Gorline Copper

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Gossett

Mr. Art and Chaplain Jo 
Greenwood

Ms. Julann P. Hastings
In memory of Charlotte Keehner

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hebel

Joseph R. Hughes Trust

Mr. and Ms. David Jacoby 

 

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Kodros
In honor of Margaret Kodros

Mrs. Marlene Lewis
In honor of Jeanne Truckey

Mrs. Donna Massey
In memory of Charles M. Schwaab

Mr. Michael S. Mathus
In honor of Jeanne Truckey

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald McMullen

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Norman
For the Mary Alice McCathy Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Quentin Pletsch
For the Templin Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Reilly

Dorothy Ricketts
In honor of IMU

Mrs. Hazel Stephens
In memory of Floyd and Golda Dawn

Matthew Turkovic

Mrs. Jeanne L. Slagel

Mrs. Carrie A. Watson
In honor of AMH class of 1962

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Wells
In honor of Amy Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Payson Wild

The entire Human Motion Institute 
department is the epitome of what good 
patient-centered health care should be.

AWESOME Reviews
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365
DONORS

509
GIFTS

$267,110
TOTAL 

DONATIONS

Financial 
Highlights

Fiscal Year: Oct. 1, 2021- Sept. 30, 2022

Foundation 
Supporters
(continued)

Up to $99
Alton G.A. Group

Alton Memorial Hospital Medical Staff

Anonymous
In honor of the Human Motion Institute Staff

Dr. Scott J. Arbaugh

The Benevity Community Impact Fund

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Carter

Bertha A. Yoxall Trust

Mr. Terry Hillig

Mr. Frank Ridder
In memory of Dorothy Ridder

In Memory of Alice Juanita Cooper
Mr and Mrs. Frank Gillespie

Mr. and Mrs. Don Greeling

Lexington Manor Condo Association

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Wilson

In Memory of Bradley Dugger
AMH ICU Department

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Davis

In Memory of Jessica Serio
Mr. Donald L. Beiermann

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boston

Mr. Martin Carver

Mr.and Mrs. Thomas Carver

Mr. and Mrs. David C. Conrad

Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Schlueter

Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Serio

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Sternickle

My mother-in-law’s nurse went over and above any 
expectation we had. She showed compassion and understanding 
not only to her, but also toward the family.

AWESOME Reviews
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Your Support at Work
In fiscal year, October 2021-September 2022, your donations  
to Alton Memorial Health Services Foundation funded  
these 10 areas.

Educator/Navigators
(diabetes, stroke,  

cardiac, EMS)

$355,000
Athletic Trainer  

Program for Local 
School Districts

$100,000

COVID-19 
Assistance

$24,242
Community  

Schools Outreach

$17,500
Mary Alice  

McCarthy Fund

$39,658

Templin  
Education Fund

$91,956

Family Residency  
Program

$250,000

Vera Bock Diabetes Supplies 
and Medication Fund

$2,621
Extra Mile and You’ve Got  

a Friend Funds

$1,600

Duck Plucker  
“Ambulance”

$203,000
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